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30 April 2009

Consultation on the formation of the Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of Burials in England
The British Association for Biological Anthropology and Osteoarchaeology (BABAO) represents practitioners from across the Higher Education, Museum and Heritage sectors working in the field of human skeletal remains analysis from archaeological sites. BABAO would like to lend its support for the formation of a revised advisory panel (Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of Burials in England) with an enhanced remit to succeed the existing Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of Christian Burials in England. With specific reference to the expectations and questions asked, we

· Agree that a single panel for advice and the promulgation of good practice on issues connected with all ancient burials in England would be useful, as it would remove an artificial separation of ancient burials from different cultural periods and allocate clear responsibility for guidance and recommendation that extends across the entire (pre)history of human remains from England. This is an obvious and sensible remit, which can be expected to help in providing more consistent and better informed advice.

· Agree that the revised remit of the new panel should include active participation in and contribution to devising new or amended guidelines to cover archaeological and historical human remains.
· Agree that, in addition to representatives of the three national organisations with statutory responsibilities for archaeological burials, the new panel should include representatives of archaeologists, human osteologists and museum staff to ensure broad ownership and representation across the sector.
Holger Schutkowski
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