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Press statement issued by BABAO following the handover of Tasmanian remains by the Natural History Museum (12/05/2007)

The return of 17 Tasmanian specimens to Australia today concludes the first high-profile case of repatriation of human remains after museums have been given the powers to de-accession parts of their holdings in alignment with government guidelines. While the NHM was always in favour of returning the remains, the intention was to undertake a comprehensive range of scientific analyses prior to repatriation. The outcome, however, is a missed opportunity. Because the Tasmanian Aboriginal Council were permitted to dictate terms and conditions, analyses could not be completed. Science was denied the chance to fully educate future generations about the ancestry and lifestyle represented by the Tasmanian lineage of the human family. Since the remains will be destroyed, no-one will ever be able to re-visit the remains and find the new answers that only new techniques can provide, nor could the data collected hope to anticipate all the possible questions which might arise in the future. If this was meant to be a precedent, then it clearly sent the wrong signal. 
